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SERMON SERIES: “Ministry in Teams” 

SERMON TITLE: “Using and Not Misusing Your Spiritual Gifts” 

SCRIPTURE: Various Passages 

INTRODUCTION: God has called you to do something special for Him 

and He has called you to be accountable for what He has called you to 

do. In order to fulfill that special place in ministry, you need to know 

what that special place is. 

 

WHAT NOT TO DO: (1 Corinthians 12:1, 12:18) 

 

Gift Ignorance: Lack of knowledge regarding the possession of spiritual 

gifts and their function. 
 

Gift Blindness: Unable for an individual to recognize their spiritual 

gifts and the influence of these gifts on their life and ministry. Unable 

to recognize the gifts of others and how they too work for the glory 

of God. 
 

Gift Imposing: Impose your gift on others or burden them with the 

thought that your gift is superior to all others. 
 

Gift Gravitation: The tendency to “hang with” only those Christians 

who have the same gift as you and exclude those who have different 

gifts than you.  
 

Gift Favoritism: The overemphasis on specific spiritual gifts to the 

exclusion of other gifts. 
 

Gift Coveting: The activity of desiring a gift other than that which 

has been given to you by the Holy Spirit. 
 

One person does not build a church. One gift does not meet all the needs 

of the church. One individual does not reach and teach a generation. 

We must TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) and complement 

each other, realizing the uniqueness of one another’s giftedness and 

part in the assignment God has given. 

WHAT TO DO (2 Timothy 1:6; 1 Corinthians 7:7; 12:29) 

 

• Pray. 

• Carefully examine the characteristics of all the spiritual gifts. 

• Put all the spiritual gifts into practice and excel in the area of 

your dominant gifts. 

• Take the “Your Gifts” Spiritual Gifts Survey. 

• Seek the help of a more mature Christian. 

• Focus on the gifts you do have, rather than on the ones you 

obviously don’t have. 

• Select your top three gifts you might have. 

• Begin functioning on the TEAM. 

• Look for satisfied desires, results, and recognition. 

 

Recognition and success come from serving where God places you 

and doing what God wants you to do with the gifts He has given you. 

 

Spiritual gifts were given for the work of the ministry; however, they 

may complement your calling/vocation.  

 

Paul encourages us, “to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received” (Ephesians 4:1). 

 

Your total life’s calling includes: your occupation, family, ministry, 

and hobbies. 

 

DISCOVERY + USE = DEVELOPMENT 

 

CONCLUSION: TEAM Ministry assists God’s people to recognize 

their spiritual gifts and spend the rest of their lives using their gifts 

in the ministry of reaching and teaching their generation for God. 

 

Charge to Action: I, _______, am created in the image of God, 

redeemed by His grace, filled and gifted by the Holy Spirit. The hand of 

God has chosen me to serve alongside Him for the redemption of 

mankind. Therefore, I will joyfully serve Him for the rest of my life. 
 

Main concepts are taken from Team Ministry – Gifted to Serve, developed by 

Dr. Larry Gilbert. 


